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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action corresponds to application 10/620,538 filed 7/15/2003. 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/9/2007 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

Ciaims 10-16, 19-20, 22 and 25-26 have been amended herein. Claim 28 is 
newly added. Accordingly, claims 10-28 are presently pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

The 35 U.S.C. 101 rejection pertaining to claim 10 has been withdrawn in light of 
Applicant's amendments. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The previous 35 U.S.C 112 rejection is withdrawn in light of Applicant's 
amendments. 



Application/Control Number: 

10/620,538 

Art Unit: 2167 



Page 3 



Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: the use of "computer-readable medium" is not clearly 
defined and lacks support from specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C, 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 10-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being taught by Goldberg 
et al. (U.S. Patent 6,496,833). In the following citations and drawing references, 
Goldberg teaches or describes: 

With respect to claim 10, A computer system to support a plurality of graphical 
user interface (GUI) application programming interfaces (APIs), the computer system 
comprising: 

a processor (118, 122) executing a query assist tool (600), the processor (118, 
122) being a hardware component within the computer system (figure 1), the query 
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assist tool (600) comprising a model content provider (604, 606, 202) in communication 
with a query model (figure 7), the query model (figure 7) comprising a plurality of 
elements (figure 7, e.g. elements 702, 704) that represents a database statement (e.g. 
col. 8 line 6-19 and 1404), wherein the model content provider (604, 606, 202) 
translates the plurality of elements (figure 7, e.g. elements 702, 704) into objects (col. 8 
line 12-48; i.e. a statement that is generated into IDL code) that are independent of any 
type (i.e. the generated IDL code of col. 8 line 20-47 is not associated with an API) of 
data structure associated with the plurality of GUI APIs (21 8, 222); 

a first content viewer (206) in communication with the model content provider 
(604, 606, 202), the first content viewer (206) supporting multiple GUI APIs (218, 222), 
wherein the translated objects (col. 8 line 12-48; i.e. a statement that is generated into 
IDL code) are passed (204) from the model content provider (604, 606, 202) to the first 
content viewer (206); and 

a second content viewer (208, 214) in communication with the first content 
viewer (206) and an application written to run (e.g. JDBC; col. 5 line 50-55, col. 8 line 
60-61 , col. 17 line 48-50) on a specific GUI API (218 or 222) of the plurality of GUI APIs 
(218, 222), wherein the translated objects (col. 8 line 12-48; i.e. a statement that is 
generated into IDL code) are passed (210, 212) from the first content viewer (206) to 
the second content viewer (208, 214) and the second content viewer (208, 214) 
manipulates the translated objects into one or more types of data structures required by 
the specific GUI API for use that are usable by the application (col. 5 line 44-60, col. 8 
line20-47 and col. 10 line 6-46; i.e. modifying the code for a JDBC API (col. 10 line 31)). 
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With respect to claim 11, the computer system of claim 10, wherein the one or 
more types of data structures comprise tables, trees, or lists (col. 17 line 41-43; i.e. a 
parameter list). 

With respect to claim 12, the computer system of claim 10, wherein the database 
statement is a structured query language (SQL) statement (col. 8 line 6-11). 

With respect to claim 13, the computer system of claim 10, wherein the model 
content provider (604, 606, 202) 

receives information from the application via the first content viewer (206) and 
the second content viewer (208, 214), the received information being independent of 
any type of data structure (col. 8 line 12-48; i.e. a statement that is generated into IDL 
code), and 

creates one or more additional elements based on the received information 
responsive to the received information being an addition to the plurality of elements in 
the query model (col. 19 line 30-34; i.e. adding a query). 

With respect to claim 14, the computer system of claim 10, wherein the model 
content provider 

receives information from the application via the first content viewer (206) and 
the second content viewer (208, 214), the received information being independent of 
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any type of data structure (col. 8 line 12-48; i.e. a statement that is generated into IDL 
code), and 

removes one or more of the plurality of elements from the query model 
responsive to the received information being a deletion of the one or more elements in 
the query model (col. 19 line 30; i.e. deleting or modifying a query). 

With respect to claim 15, the computer system of claim 10, wherein the model 
content provider (604, 606, 202) provides both data and image information for each of 
the plurality of elements in the query model to the first content viewer (col. 3 line 18-25). 

With respect to claim 16, A method for supporting a plurality of graphical user 
interface (GUI) application programming interfaces (APIs), the method comprising: 

translating a plurality of elements (figure 7, e.g. elements 702, 704) of a query 
model (figure 7) into objects (col. 8 line 12-48; i.e. a statement that is generated into IDL 
code) that are independent of any type (i.e. the generated IDL code of col. 8 line 20-47 
is not associated with an API) of data structure associated with the plurality of GUI APIs 
(218, 222), the plurality of elements being translated (i.e. the generated IDL code of col. 
8 line 20-47 is not associated with an API) through use of a model content provider 
(604, 606, 202) in communication with the query model (figure 7), the plurality of 
elements representing a database statement (e.g. col. 8 line 6-19 and 1404); 
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passing the translated objects from the model content provider (604, 606, 202) to 
a first content viewer (206) in communication with the model content provider (604, 606, 
202), the first content viewer supporting multiple GUI APIs (218, 222); 

passing the translated objects (col. 8 line 12-48; i.e. a statement that is 
generated into IDL code) from the first content viewer (206) to a second content viewer 
(208, 214) the second content viewer (208, 214) being in communication with the first 
content viewer (figure 2, 206) and an application written to run (e.g. JDBC; col. 5 line 
50-55, col. 8 line 60-61, col. 17 line 48-50) on a specific GUI API of the plurality of GUI 
APIs (218, 222); and 

using the second content viewer (208, 214) to manipulate the translated objects 
into one or more types of data structures required by the specific GUI API for use by the 
application (col. 5 line 44-60, col. 8 line20-47 and col. 10 line 6-46; i.e. modifying the 
code for a JDBC API (col. 10 line 31)). 

With respect to claim 17, the method of claim 16, wherein the one or more types 
of data structures comprise tables, trees, or lists (col. 17 line 41-43; i.e. a parameter 
list). 

With respect to claim 18, the method of claim 16, wherein the database 
statement is a structured query language (SQL) statement (col. 8 line 6-11). 

With respect to claim 19, the method of claim 16, further comprising: 
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receiving information from the application via the first content viewer (206) and 
the second content viewer (208, 214), the received information being independent of 
any type of data structure (col. 8 line 12-48; i.e. a statement that is generated into IDL 
code), and 

creating one or more additional elements based on the received information 
responsive to the received information being an addition to the plurality of elements in 
the query model (col. 19 line 30-34; i.e. adding a query). 

With respect to claim 20, the method of claim 16, further comprising: 
receiving information from the application via the first content viewer (206) and 
the second content viewer (208, 214), the received information being independent of 
any type of data structure (col. 8 line 12-48; i.e. a statement that is generated into IDL 
code), and 

removing one or more of the plurality of elements from the query model 
responsive to the received information being a deletion of the one or more elements in 
the query model (col. 19 line 30; i.e. deleting or modifying a query). 

With respect to claim 21, the method of claim 16, further comprising: 

providing both data and image information for each of the plurality of elements in 

the query model to the first content viewer using the model content provider (col. 3 line 

18-25). 
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With respect to claim 22, A computer-readable medium encoded with a computer 
program for supporting a plurality of graphical user interface (GUI) application 
programming interfaces (APIs), the computer program comprising computer-executable 
instructions for: 

translating a plurality of elements (figure 7, e.g. elements 702, 704) of a query 
model (figure 7) into objects (col. 8 line 12-48; i.e. a statement that is generated into IDL 
code) that are independent of any type (i.e. the generated IDL code of col. 8 line 20-47 
is not associated with an API) of data structure associated with the plurality of GUI APIs 
(218, 222), the plurality of elements being translated (i.e. the generated IDL code of col. 
8 line 20-47 is not associated with an API) through use of a model content provider 
(604, 606, 202) in communication with the query model (figure 7), the plurality of 
elements representing a database statement (e.g. col. 8 line 6-19 and 1404); 

passing the translated objects from the model content provider (604, 606, 202) to 
a first content viewer (206) in communication with the model content provider (604, 606, 
202), the first content viewer supporting multiple GUI APIs (218, 222); 

passing the translated objects (col. 8 line 12-48; i.e. a statement that is 
generated into IDL code) from the first content viewer (206) to a second content viewer 
(208, 214) the second content viewer (208, 214) being in communication with the first 
content viewer (figure 2, 206) and an application written to run (e.g. JDBC; col. 5 line 
50-55, col. 8 line 60-61, col. 17 line 48-50) on a specific GUI API of the plurality of GUI 
APIs (218, 222); and 
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using the second content viewer (208, 214) to manipulate the translated objects 
into one or more types of data structures required by the specific GUI API for use by the 
application (col. 5 line 44-60, col. 8 line20-47 and col. 10 line 6-46; i.e. modifying the 
code for a JDBC API (col. 10 line 31)). 

With respect to claim 23, the computer-readable medium of claim 22, wherein the 
one or more types of data structures comprise tables, trees, or lists (col. 17 line 41-43; 
i.e. a parameter list). 

With respect to claim 24, the computer-readable medium of claim 22, wherein the 
database statement is a structured. query language (SQL) statement (col. 8 line 6-11).. 

With respect to claim 25, the computer-readable medium of claim 22, wherein the 
computer program further comprises computer-executable instructions for: 

receiving information from the application via the first content viewer (206) and 
the second content viewer (208, 214), the received information being independent of 
any type of data structure (col. 8 line 12-48; i.e. a statement that is generated into IDL 
code), and 

creating one or more additional elements based on the received information 
responsive to the received information being an addition to the plurality of elements in 
the query model (col. 19 line 30-34; i.e. adding a query). 
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With respect to claim 26, the computer-readable medium of claim 22, wherein the 
computer program further comprises computer-executable instructions for: 

receiving information from the application via the first content viewer (206) and 
the second content viewer (208, 214), the received information being independent of 
any type of data structure (col. 8 line 12-48; i.e. a statement that is generated into IDL 
code), and 

removing one or more of the plurality of elements from the query model 
responsive to the received information being a deletion of the one or more elements in 
the query model (col. 19 line 30; i.e. deleting or modifying a query). 

With respect to claim 27, the computer-readable medium of claim 22, wherein the 
computer program further comprises computer-executable instructions for: 

providing both data and image information for each of the plurality of elements in 
the query model to the first content viewer using the model content provider (col. 3 line 
18-25). 

With respect to claim 28, the computer system of claim 10, wherein the computer 
system is one of a client workstation or a mainframe computer (102, figure 1). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see argument A on page 10 of the remarks filed 
10/9/2007, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 10, 16, and 22 under Zielinski 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made 
in view of Goldberg. It is respectfully submitted that Goldberg teaches the claimed 
"...objects that are independent of any type of data structure associated with the plurality 
of GUI APIs" as seen in the rejection above. That is, Goldberg teaches a query 
statement (col. 8 line 6-11) generated into IDL code (col. 8 line 20-47) which may then 
be modified into a DBMS API specific structure (i.e. col. 10 line 20-47). Further, the IDL 
code is not associated with any type of data structure associated with the plurality of 
GUI APIs in Goldberg. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert M. Timblin whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5627. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John R. Cottingham can be reached on 571-272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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